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Education is a continuous lifelong process (Pearl, 2005). Adult education programs satisfy the appetites for this continual education (Pearl, 2005). Adult classes range from learning basic computer skills, golf lessons, knitting, cooking, dancing, music, and much more. This paper discusses the enrollment trends in adult education and show how some of these trends validate that education truly is “a lifelong process.” 


The growth of enrollments in adult education, especially for online education, will continue to increase. In a recent survey almost 50% of those surveyed indicated they are “very” or “extremely” interested in a degree or certification program. And 89% indicated they were “somewhat” interested in a degree or certification program (Anonymous Business Week, 2008). While the number of part-time students from the age of 25 to 39 at public two-year colleges declined by over 10%, the number of students who enrolled in private, for profit colleges, increased by 253% (Nunely, 2005). During this same period students of age 40 or over that enrolled at public two-year colleges increased by 3.6% and private, for profit colleges, increased by 376% (Nunely, 2005). These numbers further validate that the trend in enrollments in adult education, especially from private, for profit colleges, are on the rise and will continue to rise every year.


Who are these future adult education students? The following adult learners were identified (Anonymous Business Week, 2008):

1) Career Climbers: these adult learners are the most motivated and are junior level professionals driven by career aspirations and future earning potential.

2) Perfection Seekers: these adult learners are accomplished and older professionals who are most interested in meeting their own expectations and doing the best job they possibly can.

3) Mid-Life Changers: these adult learners are the smallest group and are looking for something new or different, are often older with less education, less income, and less experience with technology.

4) Content Dreamers: these adult learners are one day likely to be an online learner, who is young, well educated, already well compensated, but have an existing comfortable lifestyle along with many work and family obligations.


Many factors are influencing the trends in adult education. One of these factors is due to social factors. For example, due to the popularity of the hit TV show “Dancing with the Stars” class enrollment in ballroom dancing and the tango have increased. Another example of a social related factor is due to the popularity of cooking TV shows, which has influenced a new interest in cooking for many adults, who turn to cooking classes to further expand their knowledge in this new found interest. Other factors related to economics also have played a role in increasing adult education. For example, because of budget constraints many school districts stopped offering drivers education. To fill this void in school districts a number of continuing education organizers have made drivers training classes available to these students. Other economic factors, especially in the computer sector, where programming jobs are now being sent offshore, have also influenced many adults to finish or continue their education in defense and protection of their jobs. The advances in learning technology and the rise of the Internet have both contributed to making adult education even more convenient for adults. The new virtual learning environments are a major reason that has propelled the growth in online adult education. Adult students can now access learning materials online, can communicate with lecturers and peers in real time, and all within the comfort of their own home. 

Conclusion

Adult education is a lifelong process. The trends in adult education show that the growth in adult education is increasing, which further validates that adult education is truly a lifelong process. A number of different adult learners are identified in this trend: Career Climbers, Perfection Seekers, Mid-Life Changers, and Content Dreamers. A number of trends are influencing the growth of adult education. Some of these trends include social trends, economic trends, and advances in technology, which are making it even easier to participate in adult education.
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